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Riverside Racket Covers


As we    announced, for our first Carol Day story book, we are publishing Riverside 
Racket.  We think the backstory will interest Carol Day fans, so this is an account of how 
it came to be….


Roger Clark, June 2024


The Slingsby Bros and the Adventure of the Lost Art


If you’re lucky, every now and then as a collector you get a whiff of the Indiana Jones 
life, that thrilling moment when a long-sought treasure, one you weren’t even sure 
existed, at last comes into focus and is within your reach.


The Slingsby Bros recently had such a moment.


Back in the Day

When I bought the Carol Day art archive from Patrick Wright, David Wright’s son and 
the executor of the estate, in 2007, he had just recently gotten it returned to him from 



the University of Kent. Some stories were complete, some were nearly complete, and a 
few had only scattered examples, but every Carol Day story was represented, except 
one: Riverside Racket, the eighth story, comprising strips 610-698, running from 
Thursday, August 28, 1958 through Tuesday, December 9, 1958. 


I didn’t think much about it at the time. I had thousands of Carol Day boards to deal with 
and I didn’t know much about the strip, so a missing story didn’t seem all that 
consequential. As I immersed myself in the strip and my understanding of the 
magnitude of Wright’s achievement grew, the pressure from that missing story grew in 
proportion, looming larger and larger.


I had asked Patrick about Riverside Racket early on in our acquaintance, and he had 
told me that wasn’t sure where the art was. He thought the entire story had been taken 
to the US by his brother Nicky and eventually donated to an automobile museum in the 
mid-West. Patrick said he would try to get it back for me, but he wasn’t optimistic. He 
was also fairly sick by that time, with little energy, and when he didn’t around to it, I let it 
drop.  There matters rested for several years.


The Slingsby Bros Gather

Fast forward to 2019 when the Slingsby Bros formed to work on the Lance Hallam 
project.  When we audited our library of scans and tearsheets to get an accurate picture 
of our options, Riverside Racket emerged once again as a glaring hole. We talked about 
trying to find the art but got consumed by getting Lance Hallam out and deferred it. 


But a Carol Day mystery is never dead to a true Carol Day fan! Once Lance Hallam was 
behind us, the synergy of a few Carol Day nerds was enough to reignite the enthusiasm 
to try again to solve the Riverside Racket mystery.


By the spring of 2022 the timing was right to look for the art, and doing the Lance 
Hallam project motivated us to aggressively find every piece of Carol Day art we could.  
With Patrick unable to help us, we were on our own.


Auburn Cord Duesenberg Automobile Museum

Since Patrick had given us a clue with the mid-West auto museum, we started there. 
Slingsby Bro Chris Killackey exhaustively researched automobile museums in the mid-
West and found the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Automobile Museum in Auburn, Indiana. 
It was the only relevant institution in our search area, so our fingers were crossed that 
this was the place Patrick remembered! 


In fact, it was sort of the right place. They had never heard of Riverside Racket and had 
no David Wright art, but they did have a Carol Day donation from Nicky - one of the 
scrapbooks where David Wright pasted in Carol Day tearsheets each day. It contained 
tearsheets of strips from 2739-2949. Sam Grate, a curator at the museum, very 
graciously photocopied it for us, filling in some big holes in our archive of Carol Day 
tearsheets!







Once again matters rested. We were thrilled to fill in another gap in our scrapbooks, but 
no closer on the Riverside Racket art. We had exhausted all our leads, and when 
Patrick died in the fall of 2022, we thought the search was over – we’d gotten some 
good results but the whereabouts of the art would remain an unsolved mystery.


Thomas Ward Re-enters

Then out of the blue, early in the fall of 2023 Thomas Ward, the original Carol Day 
detective, re-enters the story! Carol Day collectors have long owed Thomas a major 
debt for tracking down Patrick Wright and the return of the Carol Day art to him, starting 
the process of bringing this art to the US.  Had Thomas not so very kindly referred 
Patrick to me back in the day, my all-consuming Carol Day affair would in all likelihood 
never have begun.


While going through some old emails Thomas ran across one from Patrick in which 
Patrick mentioned that the University of Kent still held the Riverside Racket art. He 
forwarded that to Chris Killackey, and we were off to the races again! Patrick had told 
me years ago that the University of Kent had returned all the art that they had, and this 
was a direct contradiction! Could it be true?!?!??


University of Kent Closes the Case

At the University of Kent Clair Waller, the Digital Archivist, helped us find the answers.  
Most important, she confirmed that the University still had the Riverside Racket art. 



Apparently it is customary when returning an archive to an author or artist (as when 
returning the Carol Day art to Patrick) to ask for some small part to remain with the 
university, and the Wright estate chose Riverside Racket for reasons that are now lost.


Now that we knew where the art was, was it possible to get it? It was clear that an 
attempt to get the university to deaccession the art would have to come from the Wright 
family, since they originated the donation. We didn’t think we’d get very far with a cold 
call asking if we could acquire the art.


Paul Wright Goes to Bat For Us


     After Patrick died, David Wright’s last surviving son, Paul, became 
executor of the estate. A great supporter of our publishing projects, Paul is also a highly 
recognized marine artist in his own right (google him, you won’t regret it!). We asked 
Paul if he would be interested in requesting the return of the art, specifically to sell it to 
us. 


Paul was enthusiastic, the University of Kent was agreeable, and a couple of weeks 
later Karen Brayshaw, the Special Collections and Archives Manager, personally drove 
the box of art over to Paul. After another couple of weeks and some trials and 
tribulations with FedEx, the art appeared at my doorstep!  







For the first time in decades, very likely the first time since it was published in the Daily 
Mail, the story and the art can be seen and appreciated by fans and collectors. 


Was it worth it? A frustrating off and on again 15 year search, with many dead ends and 
roadblocks and a high degree of uncertainty as to whether the art would ever be found? 
Check out some of the highlights from the story below and you be the judge!


















Two takeaways from this tale of lost art are certainly that you have to chase down every 
lead and you have to double check every apparent dead end on a treasure hunt.  But 



bottom line, I think we succeeded because of luck and serendipity.  We had done a lot 
of groundwork, but really, what a series of coincidences?  


There’s also a weird and beautiful circularity to the story….separated by time, 
geography, intervening events, vastly different experiences, interests and priorities, 
somehow everything came back to the beginning of Carol Day art being released to the 
world – the Wright family, the University of Kent and Thomas Ward were the keys to 
unlock the mystery.


Riverside Racket is the first in our new series of story books.  Click here to read about 
the story book format. 


You can pre-order Riverside Racket now, with shipping planned for the fall of 2024. As 
with our last book, Jack Slingsby, we will take pre-orders through the Book Palace for 
Riverside Racket. Pre-orders close on September 1 at which time we’ll set the print run. 
Click here to go to the Book Palace’s order page.


https://www.carol-day.com/press/pr13.cfm
https://bookpalace.com/cgi-bin/sh000001.pl?WD=day%20carol&PN=info_RIVERSIDERACKET.html#SID=1293

